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___ 16 July 2020 
 
 

BUS PRIORITY RAPID DEPLOYMENT FUND 
 
Dear Convener,  

  

I would like to bring your attention to a new fund to support local authorities in putting in 

place temporary bus priority infrastructure, which I announced in my speech today.  The aim 

is to reduce the impact of congestion on buses as restrictions are eased and our roads 

become busier. This initiative is called the Bus Priority Rapid Deployment Fund and it will be 

administered by Transport Scotland.    

As I explained in my letter to you on 25 June 2020, work on the Bus Partnership Fund, 

which I had hoped to launch this financial year, is paused owing to the impact of COVID-19 

on resources, including those within local authorities and bus operators.  I also mentioned 

that some major road infrastructure works were impacted, and these included work on 

potential bus priority measures on trunk roads.  

As £10 million of budget support was aimed at achieving outcomes that ensure bus priority, I 

have agreed that this CDEL budget provision should be repurposed as the Bus Priority 

Rapid Deployment Fund, to be awarded only to those areas which can evidence high 

congestion and, working with bus operators, have carried out a reasonable level of planning.   

Further information on the aims and administration of the fund can be found on the 

Transport Scotland website, at  https://www.transport.gov.scot/public-transport/buses/bus-

priority-rapid-deployment-fund/  

This fund will help areas of Scotland with the highest concentration of congestion to make 

bus journeys quicker and more reliable for passengers. In turn, this will support the bus 

industry, by incentivising bus trips ahead of private vehicle journeys. In conjunction with 

similar active travel measures, it will provide a crucial role in protecting air quality in our city 

centres and contribute towards reducing our carbon footprint.  

We are providing financial support through Transport Scotland, to help local authorities 

implement this programme, according to their own local needs and circumstances. The fund 
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is intended to benefit the maximum number of people, by addressing inequalities which are 

exacerbated by traffic congestion.  I appreciate this may not translate to all local authorities 

but we are aiming for as great an impact on inequality as possible, in these exceptional 

times.  

  

The Scottish Government is committed to achieving a just and green recovery and I believe 

that supporting bus travel is key to that. I therefore hope that this new fund will help to tackle 

the negative impact of congestion on bus services, supporting our aim to keep Scotland 

moving through sustainable travel.  
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